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Amid recent geopolitical shifts and rising tensions within the Chinese Communist Party,
China’s economic trajectory is facing increasing pressure. With disruptions in global supply
chains and tightening access to cheap energy, questions arise about how long the so-called
“economic miracle” can continue — or whether its peak has long since passed. At the same time,
the CCP remains focused on maintaining the narrative of economic strength, often
downplaying or diverting attention from developments that contradict this message.

For the EU and its long-standing partners, this moment begs for reflection. As global power
dynamics evolve, Western countries are compelled to reassess their strategic position and
determine the most sustainable and future-oriented path forward, one without the CCP.

The Dragon in the Grid: Limiting China’s Influence
in the EU Energy System

China is systematically embedding itself in global renewable energy supply chains, connected
devices and EU energy system operators. In an unstable geopolitical environment characterised
by weaponised dependencies, this risk has become unacceptable. The EU must reconcile its
renewable energy ambitions with the risks of overdependence on China and should phase out
and exclude Chinese components. (EUISS, 2026)

www.eu-china-focus.eu


https://www.iss.europa.eu/publications/briefs/dragon-grid-limiting-chinas-influence-europes-energy-system
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China Drives a Wedge Between US and Traditional
Allies

With the recent Canada-China deals, the Chinese Communist regime is driving a wedge between
the United States and traditional U.S. allies, says Retired U.S. Navy Captain Brent Sadler, senior
research fellow for naval warfare and advanced technology at the Heritage Foundation. (NTD,
2026)

A Coup Attempt by the Vice Chairman of the
Party’s Military Commission Has Failed

Since Xi Jinping came to power in 2012, many top-ranking military officials have been purged.
Xi purged everyone whom he suspected was not willing to take Taiwan. Since 2023, the second
man of the military commission, Zhang Youxia, launched covert anti-Xi purges of other high-
ranking generals and officials. Recently, it was Zhang Youxia’s turn to be purged. Because of this
series of purges and anti-purges, the most powerful military commission shrank from seven
members to only two, one of them being Xi Jinping himself. (Mr.WuinEU, 2026)

www.eu-china-focus.eu


https://www.ntd.com/china-drives-a-wedge-between-us-and-traditional-allies-retired-navy-captain-reacts_1121534.html
https://www.ganjingworld.com/live/1i9blnu4pvf1Fv5soK2a5fW5D19p1c
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China Is Orchestrating ‘Dogfight’ in Space Against
EU Assets, German Minister Says

Chinese activities in space to destabilise European assets amount to a "dogfight", Germany's
State Secretary for Defence said on Wednesday, warning of a "new reality" that Europe needs to
urgently prepare for. (Euronews, 2026)

Intelligence Commlttee Report UK Must Stop
‘Dragging Heels’ Over China

The UK Parliament’s Intelligence and Security Committee has released its latest annual report,
urging the UK government to “stop dragging its heels” over communist China’s threat because of
economic interests. The report said that “China’s state intelligence apparatus—almost certainly
the largest in the world” targets the UK, “presenting a challenge” for British government
agencies to cover. (EpochTimes, 2025)

Suspected Chinese Spies Arrested in Quiet French
Town

www.eu-china-focus.eu


https://www.euronews.com/my-europe/2026/01/28/china-orchestrating-dogfight-in-space-against-eu-assets-german-minister-says
https://www.theepochtimes.com/china/uk-must-stop-dragging-heels-over-china-threat-parliament-intelligence-committee-report-5960672
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Two suspected Chinese spies, accused of using a sleepy village in south-western France to gather
information, have been arrested. Intelligence experts believe south-western France is being
increasingly targeted by Chinese and other espionage because of the region's proximity to
defence, aerospace and telecommunication sites. (BBC, 2026)

Czech Police Detain Man Suspected of Working
for Chinese Intelligence

Czech police have detained a man suspected of working for a Chinese intelligence service and
charged him with “unauthorised activity on behalf of a foreign power.” He is the first person to
be prosecuted for this offence, which was introduced into Czech law by the previous government.
(RadioPrague, 2026)

‘Wake-Up Call’ for Greece as Air Force Officer
Accused of Spying for China

A Greek air force officer arrested on suspicion of spying for China has been detained pending
trial after appearing before a military judge in a case that is seen as exposing Beijing’s
determination to infiltrate Europe’s security and intelligence services. (Guardian, 2026)
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https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/cwy8yw98l2xo
https://english.radio.cz/czech-police-detains-man-suspected-working-chinese-intelligence-8875519
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2026/feb/10/greek-air-force-officer-arrested-on-suspicion-of-spying-for-china
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2026/feb/10/greek-air-force-officer-arrested-on-suspicion-of-spying-for-china

* X 5%
* *
L E
@b Lo
~CHINA
FOCUS

NEWSLETTER THE EU-CHINA RELATIONS WATCHDOG VOLUME IX

New Investigation Uncovers How China Controls
the United Nations

China’s Strategy to Reshape the United Nations is executed through monetary contributions,
critical UN posts, and strategically deployed troops within UN peacekeeping forces to expand its
authoritarian reach. The investigation also uncovered that China uses government-organized
non-governmental organizations — a known part of the CCP's United Front — to advance its
agenda within the UN. (SCOTCCP, 2026)

China Sets Lowest Economic Growth Target Since
1991

Beijing aims to reshape its economy as it faces issues like weak consumption, a shrinking
population, an ongoing property crisis, global trade tensions and an energy crunch due to the
war in Iran and loss of access to Venezuelan oil. The CCP has now lost two key sources of cheap
oil this year. In addition, reliance on exports has become substantial. The economic situation can
be seen as very fragile. (BBC, 2026)

www.eu-china-focus.eu


https://chinaselectcommittee.house.gov/media/press-releases/new-investigation-uncovers-how-china-controls-money-personnel-and-troops-at-the-united-nations
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/cqxddwl93qjo
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China - A fragile power? How the EU Can Use Its

Economic Leverage Over Beijing

China’s foreign policy is shaped as much now by domestic economic weakness as by external
ambition. Slowing growth, a rapidly ageing population, a debt-ridden property sector and
shrinking fiscal space are eroding the ‘growth dividend’ that long sustained the Chinese
Communist Party’s legitimacy. As prosperity stalls, Beijing is tightening party control at home
and pursuing economic and technological self-reliance, at the cost of further economic
distortion. China’s economic fragility signals greater risk — and potential leverage. Europe must
de-risk faster, strengthen its own assets and approach Beijing with greater confidence and
resolve. (EUISS, 2026)

The EU Probes Shein Over Sales of Illegal Products,
Addictive Design

The EU opened a formal investigation into Chinese online retailer Shein over illegal products
and concerns about the platform’s potentially addictive design, stepping up scrutiny under the
bloc’s strict Digital Services Act. (NTD, 2026)
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https://www.iss.europa.eu/publications/chaillot-papers/china-fragile-power-how-europe-can-use-its-economic-leverage-over
https://www.ntd.com/eu-probes-shein-over-sale-of-illegal-products-addictive-design_1126654.html
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Featured New Releases

Documentary

UNBROKEN:
The Untold Story
S s v p of Shen Yun

This documentary offers an unprecedented behind-the-scenes look at Shen Yun Performing Arts,
the world’s premier classical Chinese dance company. It explores the company’s mission to
revive 5,000 years of traditional culture while documenting the relentless persecution its artists
face from the Chinese Communist Party. Through personal stories of resilience and artistic
excellence, UNBROKEN highlights the struggle for religious freedom and the power of art to
transcend ideological suppression.

Note: The documentary UNBROKEN is currently available for free viewing until April 12.
(Click Here to watch the Documentary)
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https://www.ntd.com/ntdplus/unbroken-the-untold-story-of-shen-yun_1130827.html
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What if everything you need to understand about the Chinese Communist Party—and how the
free world should respond to it—could be explained through this one issue?

In this urgent and eye-opening book, journalist Jan Jekielek distills decades of investigations
from reputable sources, combined with his own research and in-depth firsthand insight, into a
compelling case for rethinking our approach to the CCP. Through the lens of grave human rights
abuses—most disturbingly, the state-sanctioned harvesting of organs from prisoners of
conscience—Jekielek exposes the inner workings of a regime built on deception, coercion, and
control. Killed to Order: The Organ Harvesting Industry of China and the True Nature of
America's Biggest Adversary reveals why continuing to misunderstand the CCP poses a growing
threat to global freedom.

to our newsletter!
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https://www.skyhorsepublishing.com/9781510786516/killed-to-order/
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